About the authors by unknown
University of Nebraska - Lincoln 
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln 
Honors in Practice -- Online Archive National Collegiate Honors Council 
2021 
About the authors 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nchchip 
 Part of the Curriculum and Instruction Commons, Educational Administration and Supervision 
Commons, Gifted Education Commons, Higher Education Commons, and the Liberal Studies Commons 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the National Collegiate Honors Council at 
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It has been accepted for inclusion in Honors in Practice -- 
Online Archive by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. 
263
about thE authors
heike alberts is Professor of Geography and teaches interdisciplinary 
and geography classes for the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh Honors Col-
lege . Her broad research interests include highly skilled migrations, urban 
development, chocolate, and pedagogical issues .
larry r. andrews is Dean Emeritus of the Honors College and Pro-
fessor Emeritus of English at Kent State University . His Rutgers PhD in 
comparative literature led to a 41-year academic career that included teaching 
in Poland and the USSR . He has published on Russian, French, and African 
American literature as well as on honors history and fundraising .
ainsley ash is a senior honors student majoring in public policy leader-
ship at the University of Mississippi . She is currently conducting her honors 
thesis on the experiences of first-generation and working-class students at her 
university . She will be graduating in May 2021 .
gregory barker is Director of Testing Services and Academic Affairs 
Research Support as well as a member of the Office of Institutional Effective-
ness Leadership Team at Northern Illinois University, where he also teaches 
undergraduate and graduate statistics and research methods courses .
kylla benes is Director of Prestigious Scholarships at the Davidson 
Honors College, University of Montana . She offers holistic advising about 
scholarship applications to help students reach their academic and professional 
goals . Benes teaches courses in scholarship, ecology, and science communica-
tion, and she studies how the environment shapes marine communities .
rebecca bott-knutson is Dean of the Van D . and Barbara B . Fish-
back Honors College at South Dakota State University and serves on the 
NCHC Professional Development Committee . Bott-Knutson earned her 
PhD in biomedical sciences from Colorado State University . Her research 




laurence carlin is Professor of Philosophy and Founding Dean of the 
Honors College at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh . He teaches interdis-
ciplinary honors seminars, and his research focuses mostly on early modern 
philosophy and science as well as pedagogical issues in honors education .
kimberly a. carlson is Associate Professor of Practice in Manage-
ment and Director of the Business Leadership Center in the Pamplin College 
of Business at Virginia Tech; she is also a research associate with the Calhoun 
Center for Higher Education Innovation . Previously, she served as Assistant 
Director of the Presidential Global Scholars semester abroad program .
aaron d. cobb is Associate Professor of Philosophy and Coordinator of 
the Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies degree program at Auburn Univer-
sity at Montgomery . His primary teaching and research interests are in virtue 
ethics and epistemology .
lauren collins is a teaching, research, and mentoring fellow at the 
Davidson Honors College at the University of Montana . She teaches commu-
nity-engaged courses on refugees and forced migration, youth incarceration, 
and research methods .
jayda coons is a lecturer in the honors college at the University of Ten-
nessee at Chattanooga, where she teaches courses on literature, writing, and 
film . Her research focuses on nineteenth-century British novels and visual 
culture .
doug corbitt has been Lecturer in the Schedler Honors College at 
the University of Central Arkansas for twenty years and specializes in philo-
sophical studies . He coordinates the student mentor program in the Schedler 
Honors College and teaches classes in medical ethics, decision making, and 
African voices .
anne dotter directs the honors program at Johnson County Commu-
nity College, where she teaches American Studies . A member of the Diversity 
and Inclusion Committee of NCHC for a decade, Dotter is a Recommended 
Program Reviewer and has recently joined the editorial board of Honors in 
Practice . Her research interests include critical race and gender theory and 
visual culture as well as the interconnectedness of inclusion with well-being .
about thE authors
265
evan w. faidley is Associate Lecturer in the Williams Honors College at 
the University of Akron . He also designs and delivers courses in French and 
higher education administration at Kent State University and Fisk University . 
His research interests include career development, first-generation college 
student transitions, and student affairs administration .
john falconer is Senior Advisor to the Chancellor at the University of 
Nebraska at Kearney . He holds a PhD in higher administration, instruction, 
and curriculum . Falconer previously served at UNK as Director of Under-
graduate Research and Director of the Honors Program .
bonnie gasior is Professor of Spanish and Interim Director of the Hon-
ors Program at California State University, Long Beach . She has co-authored 
a textbook and co-edited three volumes, one of which, Making Sense of the 
Senses: Current Approaches in Spanish Comedia Criticism, earned the 2020 
Vern Williamsen Comedia Book Prize . Gasior was also the recipient of a sys-
tem-wide Faculty Innovation and Leadership Award in 2019 .
myrriah gómez is an assistant professor in the University of New 
Mexico Honors College . She teaches courses in Chicanx studies and atomic 
culture .
hanna holmquist is Advisor and Coordinator of Student Services for 
the Van D . and Barbara B . Fishback Honors College at South Dakota State 
University . She has a master’s degree in communication studies from SDSU . 
In addition to serving as the honors advisor, Holmquist teaches honors 
classes and coordinates recruitment efforts for the college .
leah horton is serving as Associate Dean of the University of Central 
Arkansas Honors College . She has an MS in biochemistry from Emory Uni-
versity and a PhD in interdisciplinary leadership from UCA . She teaches 
classes in environmental leadership, social justice, and women and BIPOC 
in STEM .
rusty jones is Director of the University Honors Program and Associate 
Professor of Music Theory at Butler University . He teaches courses on Kurt 




cadi kadlecek is Coordinator of Programs, Events and Promotions for 
the Van D . and Barbara B . Fishback Honors College at South Dakota State 
University . She earned her master’s degree in communication studies from 
Illinois State University . Her research interests include communication edu-
cation, positive psychology, and experiential learning .
mimi killinger is an associate professor and the Rezendes Preceptor for 
the Arts in the Honors College of the University of Maine . She had the honor 
of serving as the 2018–2019 Distinguished Visiting Professor in the Acad-
emy Scholars Program at the United States Air Force Academy . Her research 
focuses on twentieth-century United States history, particularly women’s his-
tory, and on honors education .
kathleen king is beginning her seventh year as Director of the Dr . Lydia 
R . Daniel Honors Program at Hillsborough Community College in Tampa, 
Florida . King has served on the NCHC Board of Directors two terms and 
serves on the NCHC Finance and Partners in the Parks committees . She is 
currently President Elect on the Florida Collegiate Honors Council .
stacia kock is Assistant Professor and Faculty Director of the Bellavance 
Honors Program for Salisbury University’s Clarke Honors College . She coor-
dinates the honors living-learning communities and teaches courses related 
to her research interests in gender and work .
stephanie n. lewis is Collegiate Assistant Professor in the Virginia 
Tech Honors College, where she develops and teaches courses on the process 
of conducting research and use of data in the decision-making process . She 
conducts research on the process by which undergraduates learn problem 
solving skills .
ilene d. lieberman is Gabriel Lukas Professor of Fine Arts at Widener 
University and has directed the Honors Program in General Education since 
2002 . She leaves that position at the end of the 2020–2021 academic year .
peter longo is a professor of political science at the University of 
Nebraska at Kearney . He holds a PhD (political science) and a JD from the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln . He is also a Faculty Fellow at the Daugherty 
Water for Food Global Institute at the University of Nebraska . Longo previ-
ously served as Director of the Honors Program .
about thE authors
267
satoshi machida is a Ron and Carol Cope Professor in the Department 
of Political Science at the University of Nebraska at Kearney . He holds a PhD 
in political science from the University of Kentucky . Machida is also a Faculty 
Fellow at the Daugherty Water for Food Global Institute at the University of 
Nebraska .
krista manley earned her doctorate in cognitive psychology at Iowa 
State University . She is a user experience researcher at Workiva in Montana . 
She previously worked as a postdoctoral fellow at the Davidson Honors Col-
lege at the University of Montana, where she taught research and special 
topics courses .
cathlena martin is Director of the University of Montevallo Honors 
Program and Associate Professor of Game Studies and Design . In addition 
to other directorial and teaching duties, she developed a first-year experience 
course for incoming honors students .
lucy morrison is Director of the University Honors Program and Pro-
fessor of English at the University of Nebraska at Omaha . She specializes in 
British Romantic literature and co-edits European Romantic Review .
marc napolitano is Director of Faculty Development and Assistant 
Professor of English at the United States Air Force Academy . He previ-
ously taught at West Point . His academic areas of expertise include the long 
nineteenth century, the rise of the novel, and the life and works of Charles 
Dickens . At USAFA, he administers the dean’s teaching certificate program 
and runs the new faculty orientation program .
anna m. nogar is Associate Professor of Hispanic Southwest Studies in 
the Department of Spanish and Portuguese at the University of New Mexico . 
Her research and teaching focus on Mexican and New Mexican literary and 
cultural studies .
jennifer f. nyland is Associate Professor of Biological Sciences at 
Salisbury University . She serves as Faculty Director of the Henson Honors 




desen s. ozkan is a postdoctoral researcher in the Tufts University Center 
for Engineering Education Outreach and Institute for Research on Learning 
and Instruction . She has research interests in interdisciplinary curriculum 
development in undergraduate engineering education . She previously worked 
as a Graduate Research Assistant for the Virginia Tech Honors College .
jeffrey a. portnoy is Co-Chair of the NCHC Publications Board and 
General Editor of the NCHC Monograph Series . He is an NCHC Fellow 
and recipient of the 2014 Ron Brandolini Award for Excellence at a Two-Year 
Institution . He is Professor Emeritus of English and Former Associate Dean 
of the Honors College at Perimeter College of Georgia State University .
katie quirk teaches in the University of Maine Honors College and 
College of Education . She is part of a team working to redesign her college’s 
four-year honors curriculum . Her middle-grade novel, which is set in post-
independence Tanzania, is entitled A Girl Called Problem .
andrea radasanu is Director of the University Honors Program at 
Northern Illinois University as well as Associate Professor of Political Sci-
ence . Her research and teaching focus on the history of political thought, 
including the origins of international law .
brigett scott is Associate Professor of Dietetics and Director of the 
Honors Program at Nicholls State University . She also serves as Associate 
Dean of the College of Sciences and Technology . She teaches courses in 
nutrition and dietetics as well as forum courses for the honors program .
gregory shufeldt is Assistant Professor of Political Science at But-
ler University . Within American politics, his research and teaching interests 
include political parties, state and local politics, and political inequality .
lynn sondag is Professor of Art, Design and Visual Studies and Honors 
Program Director at Dominican University of California . Her teaching and 
scholarship involve community-engaged art and emphasize the integral rela-
tionship between the arts and civic engagement .
rebecca summer is Assistant Professor of Urban Geography in the 
University Honors College at Portland State University . She teaches courses 
on social science research methods, thesis writing, and the history of urban 
development in the United States .
about thE authors
269
raymond c. thomas is a doctoral student in the School of Public and 
International Affairs at Virginia Tech . He holds master’s degrees in political 
science from Virginia Tech and the University of South Carolina . His research 
interests include pedagogy, international relations, and U .S . foreign policy .
bruce thompson is Professor of History at Frederick Community 
College, where he has directed the honors program since 2004 . He is also a 
member of the Two-Year College Committee and a program reviewer with 
NCHC .
anne-lise k. velez is Collegiate Associate Professor in the College of 
Urban Affairs and Planning and the Honors College at Virginia Tech, where 
she researches governance issues in disaster planning and response and 
teaches courses on research methods, policy, and decision-making .
nicholas vick is Director of the Learning Commons and Honors Pro-
gram at Tallahassee Community College . He teaches English composition, 
leadership development, and honors seminar courses . His research interests 
include community college leadership and student success initiatives .
booker (trey) white is a senior in the Schedler Honors College at 
the University of Central Arkansas majoring in public administration . While 
in honors, he served as a student mentor, student ambassador, and student 
peer coach . He plans to pursue a master’s in public administration following 
graduation .
ashleen williams is the Senior Barksdale Fellow at the Sally McDon-
nell Barksdale Honors College at the University of Mississippi, where she 
teaches first-year seminars . As a Mitchell Scholar, she earned a master’s degree 
from the University of Ulster . She also teaches courses in Persian Gulf politics 
and conflict studies .
betsy greenleaf yarrison, who teaches in the Klein Family School 
of Communications Design at the University of Baltimore, was the found-
ing director of their Helen P . Denit Honors Program . She currently serves as 
president of the Maryland Collegiate Honors Council and co-chairs NCHC’s 
Awards & Grants Committee and its Education of the Gifted Special Interest 
Section .
